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Remarks 

Claims 1-12 are pending herein. Claims 1 1 and 12 are withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected species. By this Amendment, claims 1-10 have been amended. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 8 and 10 have been amended to include the feature of the display 
portion being structured so as to be divided into one or more areas for recording, erasing, and 
displaying for permitting one or more recorded contents to be displayed simultaneously. Support 
for this recitation can be found in the instant specification at, for example, paragraph [0071]. 

Claims 2, 4, 7 and 9 have been amended to include the presence of a concealing layer 
having a reflective color laid between a conductive layer and a base sheet for enhancing 
visibility. Support for this recitation can be found in the instant specification at, fo;< example, 
paragraph [0056]. 

In the Office Action, claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over JP 07-234635 ("JP '635") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,002,383 to Shimada 
("Shimada"). 

In view of the amendments and remarks herein, Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection set forth in the Office Action. 
I. The Rejection 

As noted above, claims 1-10 are rejected under § 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 
' 63 5 in view of Shimada. 

JP '635 is cited in part for its disclosure in paragraph [0001] of a display portion 
(rewritable label) for displaying contents recorded on the optical disk of a floppy disk or an IC 
card. The rewritable label (display portion) is attached to the outer casing or container of the 
optical disk of the floppy disk (Figure 2) or of the IC card. JP '635 is further cited for teaching 
in paragraph [0007] the use of mixtures of polymer and liquid crystal and the combination of 
heat and electric field for recording (writing) and erasing (eliminating) the visible information. 
The Examiner further refers to the reference's teachings of the display portion and the container 
or outer casing. According to the Examiner, the only differences between the container, the 
method, the optical disk and the IC memory card of the instant claims and those of JP '635 are 
the following: 
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- the display portion recited in the instant claims is responsive to 
application of an electric field and to application of heat such that 
the display portion changes its state between a recorded state and 
an erased state through action of an electric field in one direction 
and through action of heat in another direction; and 
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- the display portion recited in the instant claims is formed with a 
polymer-dispersed liquid crystal film. 

Shimada is cited for disclosing a rewritable label or display portion formed with a 
polymer-dispersed liquid crystal film that can change orientations of liquid crystal molecules, 
dispersed in and held by high polymer material through action of heat and an electric field. 
Reference is made to Shimada at col. 2, line 1 - col. 3, line 12; col. 5, lines 8-40; col. 8, lines 44- 
49; col. 13, line 62 - col. 15, line 23; col. 18, lines 46-59; col. 25, line 6 - col. 26, line 60; and 
col. 30, lines 4-54. 

According to the Examiner, it would have been obvious in view of Shimada to use in the 
container, method, optical disk and IC memory card in JP 6 63 5 a display portion formed with a 
polymer-dispersed liquid crystal film that can change orientations of liquid crystal molecules, 
dispersed in and held by high polymer material through action of heat and an electric field. The 
motivation for such combination would be to obtain an information display portion (rewritable 
label) having high visibility and high reliability. 

Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-10 would not have been obvious over JP 
'635 in view of Shimada. 

As pointed out previously, claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 8 and 10 have been amended to include the 
feature of the display portion being structured so as to be divided into one or more areas for 
recording, erasing, and displaying for permitting one or more recorded contents to be displayed 
simultaneously. Claims 2, 4, 7 and 9 have been amended to include the presence of a concealing 
layer having a reflective color laid between a conductive layer and a base sheet for enhancing 
visibility. 

Neither JP 6 63 5 nor Shimada teaches or suggests either the feature added to claims 1,3, 
5, 6, 8 and 10 or the feature added to claims 2, 4, 7 and 9. 

According to the Office Action, the rewritable labels disclosed respectively in JP '635 
and Shimada correspond to the display portion described in Applicant's claims. Applicant 
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respectfully submits that neither JP '635 nor Shimada teaches or suggests structuring the 
rewritable label therein so that it is "divided into one or more areas for recording, erasing, and 
displaying for permitting one or more recorded contents to be displayed simultaneously." 

Furthermore, Applicant respectfully submits that neither JP '635 nor Shimada discloses 
the presence of a concealing layer having a reflective color laid between a conductive layer and a 
base sheet for enhancing visibility. 

Thus, for at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-10 
would not have been obvious over JP '635 in view of Shimada. 
II. Conclusion 

In view of the amendments and remarks herein, Applicant respectfully requests that the 
rejection set forth in the Office Action be withdrawn and that claims 1-10 be allowed. 

If any fees, e.g., fees under 37 C. F. R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17, are due in connection with this 
filing, please charge the fees to Deposit Account No. 02-4300, Order No. 033710.53144.3. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 4, 2006 




Michael A. Makuch, Reg. No. 32,263 
Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP 
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C 20036 
Telephone: (202) 263-4300 
Fax: (202)263-4329 
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